CHESTZR HIMES |
| 22 Fuly 1969

"B ey,

T heve beer thinkdng sbeut e lime from your letter: "He (Harris)

‘geid the white folks won't lmow whet Chester®s talldnmg about..."

Yoo can tell him Im simply falking about the guwality of
hurt. Thites in Americsm heve hurt everyonme they®ve tbuched,
The white lmericenm mele hos hurt all nmon=whites with vhem he
has ceme into comtact, the siremg have hurt the wesk, fac
weak Have nmart the weakery he hes hurt the black msn

serdiously, but he has hurt his ovm whide weme=n mate equally.
And thet is what T am telking abouts XThe peculiar and

essential character (Webster) of this hurt. Fet only my hurt,
Put the hurt of this hishlyplisced, ndghly educated, hishly
elascsed _(a direet descendsnt of Hehm Eandcock, omc of the sigmers
of the Beclevation of Independmce) white woman who s The end
product of % his civilizatien., Im her hurt, she wmes To me,
¥mowing I heve been hurt by the same white men, for succor,
far me to absorb her hurt, for ssmctusry, for grace, The mest
important field of humom sctivity is the love relatien beitwesn
male and female, because it is the enly areative force given
by = Divine pewer to the humen rece vdthew! waich--rogsrdless
of sll. oloe the humen rsee concelves==it esn not exisl. fMnd
this, =lone, is the eriteriem by which the Importonee of

a man ia judsed. .And in thio judzement the /meriican black

nan ctends ont supericr to the Amerle-m white men, beceuse

he holds the femolmslhe mother af the humen race--in greater
reverenece than the American white mensg he ic more tender,
conailderate, srdinous,and infipately more aware of the purpose
of the woman em this earth, The white man has theweelth, The
glory, the pewer, the acclaims but the black men has the love
smd the espacity for love of the female of Lhe specles. MAnc
thaet, to my minmd, 3= mere imporiant.

Chuocl osm tell the whiile fellis thet fis what I'm talking
abowt, See haw that gees dovm. 2y
all h-au_,t’ﬂ _,/?
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