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French OER? 
Absolument!



• Collaboration context

• Course redesign for "Musing the Museums: Migration & Everyday Life in France"

• Open pedagogy exhibit project – exhibit as a tool for learning

• OER instruction

• French Literature in Translation course translation project, OER

• Next Steps
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Outline 



Collaboration context

• 2019: Prof. Julie Papaioannou is in Paris and inspired to redesign her 

"Migration in France“ course. Apply museum exhibits' educational 

approach to "open" education outside of the classroom.  

• 2020: FREN 204 "French Culture:" Julie & Kristen work with 4 students to 

create 3 OER

• 2020-2021: Julie & Kristen redesign "Migration in France" course to 

include open pedagogical practices

• Spring 2022: "Musing the Museums: Migration and Everyday Life in 

France" course - Jessica joins in for exhibition component.
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Collaboration context

• Spring 2022: "Musing the Museums: Migration and Everyday Life in France“

+ Low to no cost resources: course reserves, museum web sites and online art exhibits

+ Students add to weekly resources

+ Class exhibit

+ Option to convert final project to OER 

• Spring 2023 and Spring 2024: French Literature in Translation students 

translate French rare book
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Immigration Museum in Paris
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https://www.histoire-immigration.fr/en

https://www.histoire-immigration.fr/en


How do museums 
inform and 
educate their 
visitors? 

How do they 
make the 
experience 
participatory?
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"Musing the Museums: Migration and 
Everyday Life in France."

Learning Activities

• Discussion Forum on Yellowdig 

• Journal Assignments 

• Lecture series

• Online exhibits 

• Open Educational Resources (OER) identification and creation

• Memorial Art Gallery visit; UR Faculty course visit
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Exhibit backgrounds and most 
of the illustrations are from the 
exhibit catalog:

Le modèle noir : de Géricault à 
Matisse.
Muse ́e d'Orsay, host institution, 
issuing body. / Wallach Art 
Gallery, host institution. / 
Me ́morial ACTe (Cultural 
center), institution.
2019

https://rochester.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9978333251205216&context=L&vid=01ROCH_INST:UR01&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any%2Ccontains%2C%22le%20modele%20noir%22&offset=0
https://rochester.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9978333251205216&context=L&vid=01ROCH_INST:UR01&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any%2Ccontains%2C%22le%20modele%20noir%22&offset=0
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"To summarize, we might 
think about Open Pedagogy 

as an access-oriented 
commitment to learner-driven 
education AND as a process 

of designing architectures and 
using tools for learning that 

enable students to shape the 
public knowledge commons 

of which they are a part."
Robin DeRosa & Rajiv 

Jhangiani
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Eight Attributes of Open Pedagogy – Hegarty (2015). Graphic by Morgan Oliver 
https://wikieducator.org/File:Eight_attributes_of_Open_Pedagogy.jpg 

Eight attributes of Open Pedagogy - Hegarty (2015). Graphic by Morgan Oliver. 

https://wikieducator.org/File:Eight_attributes_of_Open_Pedagogy.jpg
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"...Reframing ideas, 
exploring new ways to 
communicate, and 
creating new tools to 
deliver information are 
skills that are 
adaptable in many 
ways..."
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Concise concepts and
additional 
resources for each 
of the student 
panels  was part of the 
exhibition 
development process.
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Taking scholarly voices 
outside of the 
classroom.
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Exhibit Development as Instruction

• Reframing ideas and concepts – putting the world on the head of a pin, but making sure that 
everyone can see and understand it.

• Turning an essay or longer narrative into a concise and accessible exhibit label takes a broad 
range of skills, all of which are explored here -- how to write for exhibits.

• Publicly sharing what is learned in the classroom to a broad audience.

• Creating a connection between research and scholarship with communication and 
creative expression.

• One class session "mini-workshop" to explore concepts of exhibition theory, philosophy, 
and practice.

• Ongoing consultation and access for questions and follow-up.
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OER Education, a 

start
Anticipatory Set

• Students read 2012 Paris OER Declaration

• What does it mean?

• Why is this important?

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf00

00246687
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https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246687
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246687


OER Education
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OER Toolkit, The Learning Portal, College Libraries Ontario https://tlp-lpa.ca/oer-
toolkit/about 

"Open educational resources 
are learning, teaching & 

research materials that are in 
the public domain or released 

under an open license.

These materials allow no-cost 
access, re-use, repurpose, 

adaptation and re-distribution 
by others."

https://tlp-lpa.ca/oer-toolkit/about
https://tlp-lpa.ca/oer-toolkit/about


The 5 Rs
of OER
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Preface: About this Book – Humans R Social Media – 2024 "Living Book" Edition (arizona.edu)

https://opentextbooks.library.arizona.edu/humansrsocialmedia/front-matter/preface-about-this-book/


OER & Creative Commons (CC) 
Licensing
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• Students learn about and individually select a CC license.

• So far, all students have selected CC-BY-NC

+ BY: Credit must be given to the creator

+ NC: Only Non-Commercial uses of the work are permitted



Student OER
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How To Be French If Your Parents Weren’t – French OER 
Repository (urfrenchoer.org)

http://urfrenchoer.org/migrationdialogue/how-to-be-french-if-your-parents-werent/
http://urfrenchoer.org/migrationdialogue/how-to-be-french-if-your-parents-werent/


French Literature in 
Translation
OER Project
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Translation + Reflection, Les mystères de Londres : roman / Paul Féval.

“Learning to translate has been an eye-opening experience. There are many 
elements to be taken into consideration including the theme of the text, the 
location, and time period wherein the text takes place, and the stylistic choices 
of the original author. In reading this text, it should be noted that the story 
takes place in England in the 1800s, focusing on the lives of sailors, therefore 
there are many English locations mentioned and terms associated with 
nautical life.” – Jihane Jean

2023: 8 students

2024: 3 students

Jih Preface

Learning to translate has been an eye-opening experience. There are many elements to be taken into consideration including the theme of the text, the location, and t
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https://rochester.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9978465417205216&context=L&vid=01ROCH_INST:UR01&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cfeval&offset=0


French Literature 
in Translation

6/24/2024

A November night — a Sunday night — the good captain Paddy 
O’Chrane was seated at a table before a gigantic glass of hot toddy in 
the parlor of the tavern The Crown’s Arms.

As there are about fifty taverns in London which sport the Crown’s 
Arms insignia, we don’t think it useless to specify that the 
establishment in question opens its four windows, adorned with red 
curtains, and its door sitting atop five steep steps, on Water Street, in 
the Tower quarter.

As for Captain Paddy, he was an Irishman six feet six inches tall 
wearing a blue frockcoat with black buttons, a pair of tan knee-length 
trousers, fastened on top of his silk stockings, and sporting large 
unpolished shoes.

Joe Glichowski p. 3-9 Les myste ̀res de Londres : roman / Paul Fe ́val.

• Translation: CC-BY-NC
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https://rochester.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9978465417205216&context=L&vid=01ROCH_INST:UR01&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cfeval&offset=0


Next Steps
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FREN 295 “Musing the Museums:” 

Potentially collaborate with StudioX for virtual museum experiences

FREN 212 French in Translation: 

Collaborate with colleagues to put Feval French-English translations in 

OmekaS (ongoing).

Connect with Rennes-Rochester Sister Cities organization and 

UR/Univ. of Rennes exchange program

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 26



Next Steps

6/24/2024

FREN 212 French in 

Translation: 

Continued 

collaboration with 

RBSCP, which holds 

all ELEVEN volumes of 

Mystères de Londres! 

FRENCH OER? ABSOLUMENT!
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Next Steps

6/24/2024

Continued exploration of 

how these concepts   

(OER and exhibits as 

pedagogy) are scalable 

to other courses and 

disciplines. 

FRENCH OER? ABSOLUMENT!
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What did we 
learn?
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Making OER takes a long time and can 
be risky, in terms of time management 
and keeping digital tools up to date for 
others to access.

It’s a lot of fun and gives student more 
agency than a traditional classroom 
experience.

It’s a lot of work and results can be 
unpredictable. That's not always a bad 
thing.



Thank You! 

• Jessica Lacher-Feldman, Exhibitions & Special Projects Manager 

jlacherfeldman@library.Rochester.edu

• Kristen Totleben, Open Publishing Librarian              

ktotleben@library.rochester.edu

• P. Julie Papaioannou, Professor of Instruction in 

French  julie.papaioannou@rochester.edu
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mailto:julie.papaioannou@rochester.edu


Works 

• UR French OER Repository, http://urfrenchoer.org/  (under construction)

• 2012 OER Paris Declaration, UNESCO. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246687

• De Rosa, Robin and Jhangiani, Rajiv. A Guide to Making Open Textbooks with 

Students. https://press.rebus.community/makingopentextbookswithstudents/chapter/op

en-pedagogy/

• OER Toolkit, The Learning Portal, College Libraries Ontario, https://tlp-lpa.ca/oer-

toolkit/about

• Fe ́val, Paul, 1816-1887. Les mystères de Londres / par Sir Francis Trolopp [pseud.]

• 2019 UNESCO Recommendation on OER.

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000383205
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http://urfrenchoer.org/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246687
https://press.rebus.community/makingopentextbookswithstudents/chapter/open-pedagogy/
https://press.rebus.community/makingopentextbookswithstudents/chapter/open-pedagogy/
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https://rochester.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma9910748813405216&context=L&vid=01ROCH_INST:UR01&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000383205
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